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RESTORE
the action of
returning something to
a former condition.
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COLMA TOWN HALL

RENOVATION

BEFORE
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THE CITY OF SOULS

Events that lead up to the incorporation
of the Town of Colma began seventy
five years before the incorporation in
1924.

On March 26, 1900, the City and County
of San Francisco passed an ordinance
that there were to be no more burials
allowed, as the land was too valuable

to be wasted on the cemeteries, it was

to be used for the living.

January 14, 1914, eviction notices were
sent out to all cemeteries to remove
their bodies and monuments. Colma
then inherited hundreds of thousands
of bodies. Many went into mass graves
as there were no relatives to pay the
$10.00 for removal.

Today the city of 1,600 is home to

over 1.5 million graves. Since the
relocation of 150,000 graves in the early
1900s, the town's graveyards have
grown at a pace far exceeding that

of its living population.

The morbid notoriety of having 1,000
times more dead residents than living
ones has inspired Colma to invent

a creative slogan. The city council
officially gave the town the slogan

of "it's great to be alive in Colma."

Some notable people interred in
Colma include:

William Randolph Hearst,
William Henry Crocker,
Wyatt Earp,

Levi Strauss,

Joe DiMaggio,

Frank Crosetti,

Abigail Folger,

Vince Guaraldi,

Charles De Young,

and A.P. Giannini.




